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Gentlemen, 

,  .  ‘  .1  ,  ;.i 

WH  E  N  I  look  around  me,  and  fee 
myfelf  encircled  by  fo  many  re- 
fpeflable  names,  whofe  approbation  I  efteem, 
whofe  abilities  and  extenfive  erudition  I  ad¬ 
mire,  and  whofe  eftablifhed  reputation  I  re¬ 
verence,  I  feel  myfelf  covered  with  confu- 
fion,  and  fhrink  back,  as  confcious  of  my 
inequality  to  the  talk  which  has  been  af~ 
figned  me.  On  the  other  hand,  when  I  re¬ 
flect,  that  cenfure  is  the  peculiar  attribute  of 
little  minds,  I  reproach  myfelf  for  my  for¬ 
mer  timidity,  and  draw  confidence  from 
the  very  fource  which  before  filled  me 
with  confufion.  It  will  be  your’s,  then, 

to 
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to  exert  that  attribute,  which  is  the  honour 
of  human  nature,  and  which  tends  to  exalt 
it  even  to  Di  vi  Nr  TV  itfelf.  You  will  feel 

a  high  pleafure  from  the  exercife  of  this  ge~ 
nerous  affedion  ;  and,  in  this  refped,  at 
leaft,  you  will  thank  me  for  having  addref- 
fed  you. 

The  pleafure*  and  advantages  refulting 
from  the  mutual  intercourfe  of  mankind, 
few  are  difpofed  to  deny.  They  feem  to 
be,  as  it  were,  congenial  to  our  native  in¬ 
clinations  ;  and  there  is  not  a  favage,  in  the 
moft  uncultivated  wilds  of  America,  who 
is  unconneded  with  fome  others  of  his  own 
fpecies.  It  is  the  fame  throughout  the  whole 
of  animated  nature  ;  and  hearts,  birds,  fifti¬ 
es,  and  even  infeds  themfelves,  give  prevtf' 
general  evidence  of  the  lame  mutual  attrac- 

O 

tion. 

Whence  fprings  this  magnetifm  in  the:: 
animal  world  ?  Is  it,  that  Nature  has  im¬ 
planted  in  their  breafts  an  inftind,  an  irre- 
fiftible  propenlity  to  fuch  connedions  ?  We 

need 
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need  no  better  proof  to  convince  us  of  their 
utility.  If  they  arife  from  the  didates  of 
reafon,  from  the  remembrance  of  fame  ex- 
perienced  good,  the  conclufion  is  equally 
favourable. 

Yet,  to  thefe  orders  of  beings,  the  advan¬ 
tages  refulting  from  fociety  muft  be,  com¬ 
paratively,  fmall,  and,  probably,  expend  no 
farther  than  to  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  the 
means  by  which  they  can  gratify  their 
hunger,  and  propagate  their  feverai  fpecies. 

In  Man,  thefe  are  combined  with  plea- 
fures  of  a  more  exalted  nature  5  and  the  ex- 

ercife  of  the  fecial  affedions,  of  gratitude, 
|  ■  't 
I  of  benevolence,  of  compaffion,  of  friend- 

fhip,  of  love,  is  pregnant  with  delights, 
Which  he,  alone,  of  the  whole  animal  crea¬ 
tion,  is  comparatively,  at  leaf!:,  permitted  to 
enjoy. 

While  thefe  impeil  us  to  labour  all  we 
can  to  promote  the  happinds  of  others,  we 

I  feel  in  ourfelves  a  Along  defire  to  purfue 
thofe  objeds  which  more  immediately  lead 
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to  our  own.  We  are  fenfible  of  a  native 
inquifitivenefs,  a  defire  of  experiencing  and 
enjoying  what  is  not  in  our  poffeffion:  And 
this  extends  not  merely  to  the  immediate 
indulgence  of  the  fenfes,  but  to  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  our  mental  powers.  The  Mind, 
impatient  of  reftraint,  fprings  upwards,  and 

ftrives  to  foar  above  every  cloud  which  can 
preclude  her  from  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
day.  Nor  does  fhe  difdain  to  borrow  wings 
from  the  labours,  the  improvements,  and 
even  the  errors  of  thofe  around  her. 

The  only  fource  of  knowledge  is  expe¬ 
rience  ;  and  the  whole  of  fcience  feems  to 
confift  in  an  examination  of  the  relations 
of  objects  to  each  other,  and  their  arrange¬ 
ment  in  confequence  of  thofe  relations.  But 
the  experience  of  any  fingle  perfon  mutf 
of  neceffity  be  confined  within  very  narrow 
limits.  Numberlefs  objects  mu  ft  be  to  him 
unknown  ;  and  many  of  thofe,  with  the  ex 
iftence  of  which  he  is  acquainted,  mu  ft  havi 
been  viewed  partially  and  fuperficially,  ii 


no 
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not  erroneoufly.  Farther,  it  is  with  the 
mental  as  with  the  corporeal  eye.  The 
latter,  difeafe  may  delude,  or  even  darken. 
The  former  may  be  deceived  by  fancy,  or 
blinded  by  prejudice,  the  mod  obftinate  of 
all  maladies.  Well  chofen  fociety  and  con¬ 
vention  mu  ft  be  the  mind’s  phyficians. 
Hence  new  obje&s  will  be  pointed  out  ; 
thofe  known  held  up  in  different  lights  ; 
new  relations  and  arrangements  fuggefted  ; 
and  thus,  our  prejudices  will  be  removed, 
and  our  knowledge  extended  and  enlarged. 

With  thefe  views,  Societies  have  been  in¬ 
stituted  throughout  Europe,  by  men  eager 
in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge.  Thefe  have 
generally  had  reference  to  fome  fingle 
branch  of  fcience,  and  have  been  conduced 
by  regulations,  which  have  been  prefumed 
ibeft  adapted  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  for 
?iwhich  they  were  intended.  The  improve*?- 
ments  which  have  been  derived  from  them 
:o  the  various  fciences  and  arts,  are  fuffi- 
;:iently  known. 
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Animated  with  limilar  profpe£t$,  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1737,  a  few  gentle¬ 
men  in  this  Univerfity  inftituted,  for  the 
purpofe  of  improvement  in  medical  know¬ 
ledge,  that  Society  of  which  we  now  make 
a  paru  On  the  meiits  of  thefe  fathers  of 

our  inftitution,  it  were  unneceflary  to  en¬ 
large.  But,  if  there  be  among  our  num¬ 
ber  any,  who  has  feen  a  parent,  whofe  ten¬ 
der  nefs  has  watched  over  his  growing 
years,  and  who  has,  without  refpite,  labour¬ 
ed  for  his  good  ;  or  a  beloved  miftrefs,  for 
whofe  fafety  he  would  have  efteemed  the 
laft  drop  of  his  blood  an  infufficient  ran— 
fom,  groaning  under  difeafe,  or  ftruggling 
in  the  laft  agonies  of  death — his  feelings- 
will  rife  up  in  gratitude  to  the  memory  ofl 
our  benevolent  founders.  No  material  mo¬ 
nument,  though  of  brafs  or  adament,  can 
withftand  the  attacks  of  undermining  and 
all-fubverting  time  ;  but  a  monument  of 
praife  will  never  be  wanting  to  the  found¬ 
ers  of  this  inftitution,  while  difeafe  range* 

ai 
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at  large  with  fuch  fell  cruelty,  while  there 
is  one  mortal  to  agonize,  and  one  heart  to 
bleed  at  his  diftrefs. 

Ever  fince  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Society,  it  has  continued  to  grow 

and  flourifh.  Its  debates  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  with  a  liberal  fpirit  of  inquiry. 
Truth  has  been  allured  from  her  deepeft  re¬ 
cedes,  and  exhibited  in  all  her  native 
charms;  and  Error,  wherever  flickered,  and 
however  difguifed,  has  been  boldly  arreft- 
ed,  (tripped  of  every  adventitious  ornament* 
and  expofed  in  all  his  genuine  deformity. 
The  knowing  have  freely  communicated 
their  knowledge ;  the  uninformed  have 
^profited ;  and  all  have  reaped  their  (hares  of 
ithe  general  harveft  of  fcience.  When  we 
toerufe  the  lift  of  our  members,  and  fee,  a- 
mong  that  number,  names,  which  (land  a- 
rnong  the  higheft  in  the  fcale  of  Medical 
phiiofophy,  we  cannot  help  imagining  that 

(they  were  indebted  for  a  confiderable  (hare 

, 

!  if  their  reputation  to  the  Medical  So¬ 
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ciety.  Tndeed,  did  no  other  advantage 
refult  from  our  meetings,  they  evidently 
lead  us  to  pay  attention  to  particular  iub- 
je&s,  to  inquire  into  them  with  diligence, 
and  to  view  them  in  all  their  various  lights. 
Farther,  it  is  natural,  efpecially  for  youth¬ 
ful  minds,  to  be  zealoufly  attached  to  their 
own  opinions,  the  children  of  their  own 
induftry  or  fancy.  Like  other  parents,  they 
view  their  offspring  with  the  moft  partial 

fondnefs  ;  fee  in  them  a  thoufand  perfec¬ 
tions  which  efcape  the  obfervation  of  others  ; 
are  blind  to  their  failings  ;  and  even  convert 
their  very  detects  into  beauties,  Opinions!; 
which  militate  againft  their  favourite  pre¬ 
judices  are  herelles,  which  deferve  to  be  ex™ 
tirpated  with  fire  and  fword.  In  this  So¬ 
ciety,  however,  it  has  been  feen,  that  no; 
fentiments  are  approved  of  but  fuch  as  are; 
moil  conformable  to  reafon  ;  and  that,  as  in: 
the  natural  world,  Truth  leldom  flies  to  the 
embraces  ot  her  moft  extravagant  admi-; 
rers.  And  thuss  from  our  debates,  we  not 

onlj 
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only  derive  prefent  improvement  in  know¬ 
ledge,  but  form  habits  of  attentive  inquiry* 
found  reafoning,  and  philofophical  coolnefs, 
which  will  be  fubfervient  to  us  in  each  fu¬ 
ture  fcene,  and  at  every  fucceeding  period 
of  our  lives.  That  thefe  advantages  have 
in  fadt  been  derived,  can  fcarcely  be  doubt¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  reputation  of  the  Medical 
Society  has  extended  over  every  quarter 
of  the  world. 

*  '■  •  *  *  ■  *  *  -*  f 

During  a  long  refidence  in  this  Univerfi- 
ty,  I  have  been  myfelf  a  witnefs  of  its 
growing  worth  ;  and  can  with  truth  de¬ 
clare,  that  I  have  never  feen  that  period 
i  when  it  has  been  adorned  with  fo  many 
|  able  fpeakers,  or  enriched  with  fo  many  ex¬ 
cellent  differtations,  as  during  the  pall  fef- 
ifion.  We  have  been  favoured  with  nume¬ 
rous  effays,  which  would  have  done  honour 
ito  the  moft  adtive  experimenter,  the  pro- 

PS 

founded  reafoner,  the  moft  experienced 
i  pra&itioner,  or  even  the  ableft  rhetorician. 

j  -  During 
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-  During  the  fame  fpace  of  time!  our  pof- 
feffions  have  been  amply  increafed.  We 
enjoy  a  library,  confiding  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  volumes*  judicioufly  fele&ed  from 
the  vaft  chaos  of  medical  literature ;  and  to 
thefe  we  have  free  and  almoft  unreftrained 
accefs.  What  gratitude  is  alfo  due  to 
thofe  who,  with  generofity  fo  difinterefted* 

have  contributed  to  the  extenfion  of  our  u- 

* 

tility,  by  affifting  us  to  rear  an  edifice,  in 
which  we  might  hold  our  debates  fecure 
from  interruption*  either  from  the  caprice  or 
the  malevolence  of  others  !  Thanks  to  their 
liberal  donations,  the  building  in  which  we 
are  affembled,  the  firftftone  of  which  many 
of  ourfelves  faw  depofited,  has  now  made  a 
confiderahle  progrefs  towards  completion. 
And  thus  have  we  given  to  the  Medical 
Society,  that  u  airy  nothing,  a  local  habi— 
tation.” 

Would  to  God  I  could  add,  that  we  had. 
alfo  given  it  u  a  name  V*  Enriched  with 

our  prefent  poffeffions,  and  with  the  pro- 

fpefi 
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fpe£t  of  acquiring  others,  we  were  naturally 
led  to  wife  that  fome  method  might  be 
thought  of,  by  which  thefe  might  be  per- 

*  ?  ■  i 

manently  fecured  to  us.  With  the  different 
propofals  which  have  been  made  for  this 
purpofe,  you  are  already  well  acquainted. 

I  would  only  obferve,  that,  at  a  very  full 
meeting,  held  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
laft  feffion,  it  was  unanimoufly  determined 
to  apply  to  the  Magistrates  and  Town- 
Council  of  Edinburgh  for  a  charter  of  in- 
i  corporation,  as  being  that  ftep  which  tend- 

j  ed  to  place  our  property  upon  the  moil  fe- 

/ 

I  cure,  convenient,  and  honourable  founda¬ 
tion.  Having  nothing  in  view  but  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  our  literary  ufefulnefs,  foliciting 
no  exclusive  privileges,  requefting  only  that 
we  might  be  enabled  to  hold  our  property, 

Ias  a  body,  with  the  fame  powers  which 
each  of  us,  who  is  not  a  minor,  enjoys  o- 
ver  his  own  as  an  individual,  wre  thought* 
we  flattered  ourfelves  that  our  requeft  would 

have  been  inftantly  complied  with  :  We 

were 
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were  therefore  aftonifhed,  when  we  learn- 

¥ 

ed  that  our  fuperiors  had  taken  another 
view  of  the  matter,  and  were  fufficiently 
mortified  that  a  fet  of  cadies  were  grant¬ 
ed  privileges  of  which  we  were  judged 
unworthy.  It  is  true,  we  aimed  at  a  much 
inferior  mark  ;  and  a  deli  re  of  prefer- 
ving  the  lives  of  our  fellow-creatures  was 
a  foundation  on  which  we  could  prefume 
to  build  no  hopes. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  arraign  the  views  of 
thofe  who  fee  into  our  projeds  with  fo 
piercing  an  eye,  and  whofe  penetration  fo 
greatly  exceeds  our  own. 

“  Brutus  fays  we  are  ambitious  : 

And  Brutus  is  an  honourable  man.” 

Yet,  though  we  have  hitherto  failed,  eve¬ 
ry  member  here  prefent  can  congratulate; 
hi  mfelf  upon  his  having  taken  the  mod  ac-  j 
tive  part  in  promoting  the  true  interefts  of 
the  Society. 

Let  us  dill  not  altogether  defpair  of  a  fa- 

» 

vourable  antwer  from  the  Town-council. 

But* 
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But,  though  difappointed,  fhall  we  faint  in 
our  laudable  purfuit  ?  No  !  Let  our  re~ 
pulfe  be  rather  an  incitement  to  new  and 
more  vigorous  exertion  !  The  prefent  funds 
of  the  Society  will  not  admit  of  application 
to  higher  powers.  But  let  this,  my  fellow 
members,  be  the  object  which  you  have 
conftantly  in  view  ;  and  doubt  not,  that  a 
zealous  perfeverance  will  infure  the  defired 
fuccefs.  How  advantageous,  how  creditable 

this  purfuit  to  yourfelves  !  How  honour- 

(able  to  that  univerfity  of  which  you  make 

I 

a  part!  What  juft  encomiums  will  be  heap- 
led  on  thofe,  to  whom  you  owe  your  earlieft 
^medical  inftru£tion,  for  having  infpired  you 
fwith  fuch  unbounded  third  after  ufefui 
fcience,  as  to  induce  you  to  leek  and  to  ob- 
:ain  fo  remarkable  a  diftin&ion  ? 

In  the  mean  while,  endeavour  to  make 

yourfelves  worthy  of  this  pre-eminence. 
;  ledouble  your  efforts  ;  perfevere  in  your 
earch  after  knowledge;  and  reft  not,  till 
:oq  come  near*  or  even  arrive  at  perfe&ion. 

Then, 


u 
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Then,  whether  you  fucceed  or  fail,  vou 
will  force  thofe  to  blufli  who  have  oppofed 
you. 

Many  of  us  are  now  going  to  take  our 

* 

final  leave  of  this  Society  :  But,  fhall  we 
forget  this  Friend  who  has  ferved  us,  who 
has  fo  amply  promoted  our  welfare  ?  Forbid 
it  gratitude  !  We  cannot  be  ignorant,  that, 
of  its  building,  much  ftili  remains  to  be 
done;  and,  that  its  funds  of  knowledge  can 
never  overflow.  Wherever  we  are,  we  can 
communicate  fuch  ufeful  information  as 
may  have  been  afforded  us  by  others,  or 
our  own  experience  fuggefted.  Wherever 
we  are,  we  may  (fill,  according  to  our  re- 
fpe&ive  powers,  contribute  and  promote 
thofe  contributions,  which  may  tend  to  for¬ 
ward  the  completion  of  this  building  ;  and,, 
for  the  ability  to  perform  which,  in  our: 
own  perfons,  we  may  all  one  day  acknow^* 
ledge  ourfelves  greatly  indebted  to  the  in- 
fiitution  of  this  very  Society  May  it  fiill 
grow  in  fame  and  ufefulnefs  {  May  iti 

rife 
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rife  fuperior  to  every  attempt  which  can  be 

l "  -  '  ‘  •  ....  '  ■  i  * 

made  either  to  difturb  or  to  deftroy  it  ! 
May  it  furvive  the  folid  walls  of  this  build¬ 
ing,  and  flou.rifli,  when  its  prefent  poffef- 
fions  are  crumbled  into  dull ! 

i 

Allow  me  to  add  a  few  words  more  to 
thofe  who  are  dill  to  remain.  You  have  of¬ 
ten  in  your  memory,  and  have  now  con- 
ftantly  before  your  eyes  *,  him,  whofe  cha¬ 
racter  you  have  long  and  juftly  reverenced. 
May  his  prefence  fire  you  with  a  noble 
zeal  to  imitate  fo  bright  a  pattern !  Imagine 
that  he  infpe£ts  your  condudt,  and  hears 
your  debates  ;  and  a6t  up  to  that  example 
which  he,  and  his  joint  teachers,  have  ma- 

*  i  * 

nifefted  in  their  own  perfons,  and  which 
they  cannot  fail  to  approve.  Both  in  this 
Society,  and  in  that  world,  in  the  bufy 
fcenes  of  which  many  of  you  will  foon  be 

C  called 

*  In  allufion  to  an  excellent  half  length  picture  of 
iDr  Cullen,  painted  at  the  expence  of  the  bociety^ 
:md  lately  hung  up  in  their  HalL 
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called  to  mix,  emulate  their  applications 
their  a&ive  induftry,  their  unwearied  affi- 
duity  in  promoting  the  happinefs  of  their 
fellow- creatures.  Poflfeflfed,  as  you  are,  of 
the  richeft  means  of  acquiring  excellence,  if 
you  exert  your  own  beft  endeavours,  you 
cannot  fail  of  injuring  that  fuccefs  which 
they  have  obtained,  and  may  become,  like 
them,  the  Dictators  of  the  MldaCal 
World, 
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